
Recommendation for Sanding Brushes
YES !

Why is sanding recommended?

New brushes must match the curvature of the slip ring surface for optimum machine and brush performance.  
Current being passed through the brush must be distributed over the entire brush face, not just point or line 
contact. If adequate contact area is not provided, and the machine is run at full load immediately after installing 

the carbon and decomposition of the organic treatment in the brush material. Yes, the brushes will eventually 
wear in to match the curvature of the surface, but the arcing that occurs prior to being fully seated will cause arc 

a flashover. Sanding the brushes will dramatically decrease the time it takes for the brushes to become
fully seated.

Sanding Procedure

the brush. Install the brush spring, and pull the sandpaper back and forth in a ‘shoe shine’ motion. The fit will not 
be exact due to the difference in diameter between the slip ring and the diameter with the sandpaper installed, 
but it will be close. It is preferred that the paper be pulled in the direction of rotation to avoid rocking the brush 

of rotation. The brush should then be removed from the holder and all components cleaned of excessive dust. 

http://www.ind.nortonabrasives.com/, where you can locate a distributor in your area.

Pre-Radiused Brushes

If the collector ring diameter is known, a radius can be placed on the face of the brush that is approximately the 
diameter of the ring. Pre-radiused brushes do not match well enough to just install them and run without the 

PLEASE NOTE THESE WARNINGS

  and particles. 

  wear of the slip rings from particles that become imbedded in the brush faces.
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